Sapientia Foundation Journal of Education, Sciences and Gender Studies (SFJESGS),   Vol.5 No1 March, 2023;     pg. 259 – 264 
ISSN: 2734-2522 (Print); ISSN: 2734-2514 (Online)

IMPACT OF MORAL NORMS AND VALUES ON CHILDREN’S BEHAVIOUR IN EARLY YEARS

AGUH, JUSTINA CHINYERE
Department of Educational Foundations, Faculty of Education
Federal University Dutsin-Ma, Katsina State, Nigeria
ajchinyere@fudutsinma.edu.ng

OKONKWO, CYRIL OSINACHI
Department of Educational Foundations
Faculty of Education,
Federal University Dutsin-Ma, Katsina State, Nigeria
osinachicyril@gmail.com

&
[bookmark: _GoBack]ADEROGBA, ADEGOKE ADEDIJI (Ph.D)
Department of Science, Technology and Mathematics Education
College of Education, Osun State University
Ipetu-Ijesa Campus, Osun State, Nigeria
draderogba@gmail.com

Abstract
Immoral behaviour among children is a serious issue in the society that calls for urgent concern. Good behaviour is a powerful fragrance that attracts people from all works of life. The Family is a product of the society and every society has its own moral norms and values which shape a particular society in terms of lifestyles, greeting, mode of dressing, food, among others. Moral norms and values modify and beautify children’s behaviour and their relationship with other agents of socialization.  Children acquire immoral behaviour such stealing, smoking, cybercrime, drug abuse if priority is not place on moral norms and values at early years. Early years education helps children to curb the ills in the society such as juvenile arrest and also fosters values such as respect, appreciation, generosity among others. This study tends to examine the influence of moral norms and values on children’s’ behaviour in their early years. The finding revealed that poor parenting such as projecting bad image to their children, peer group influence as children interact with the school and home environment, social media without parental control over what the children watch and the ills in the society influence children’s behaviour at their early years. The researchers recommended that counselling units should be established in early childhood education in order to curb the immorality in the society which will substantially influence the moral norms and values on children behavior who are seen as future generation leaders.
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Introduction
Moral norms and values are vital and useful ingredients for the development of good   attitude and behaviour that determine a person’s personality and potentials in decision-making and communication process. Any moral norms and values acquired during early years last till life time because early years education instill lifelong learning in children which extends throughout the period of an individual’s existence. Moral norms and values are instilled in children from birth by parents and members of the community through storytelling, folk tales, tales by moonlight, good modelling and corrective measure towards bad behaviour which extends to school and other socializing agents. Hammond and Carpendale (2014) advocate that moral norms and values should be instill in children at early years to bring about a well informed and responsible individual in the society.  However, Tan and Maizura (2020) posit that the level of morality in children is deteriorating. Johansson, Brownlee, Cobb- Moore, Boulton- Lewis, Walker and Joanne (2011) affirm that teachers lack adequate knowledge on how to enact moral values in the classroom. This aligns with Ogbodo (2018) that our children have lost their focus on moral norms and values of proper decision-making process in Nigeria due to immorality in the society.

Also, Dalmacito (2013) maintains that parents have failed in their duties to imbibe moral norms and values  in their children  behaviour due to  economic situation and high inflation rate in the society whereby mothers now neglect their traditional roles as a home builder to seek for job and career development in order to earn a living. Berson and Oreg (2016) state that not many studies have examined moral values outside the family system. The above assertions motivated the researchers to embark on this study.

Hence, Ngohi, Ibrahim, Halliru, Gambo and Nura (2020) opine that immoral behaviour are deviant attitude that contradicts the moral norms and values of a particular society.  Mukombozi (2014) asserts that immoral behaviour occur in children as a result of a bridge in communication gap between parents and children thereby making them to derive misleading information from their peers which adversely affect their behaviour. According to Veisson and Kuurme (2010); Sapasaglam (2017) moral values are developed during early years in accordance with what is accepted and obtainable in a particular society. Moral norms and values might negatively influence children behaviours through poor parenting, exposure to internet and other forms of mass media, peer influences, and the society itself. This aligns with Mark (2015) that exposure to mass media, societal issues and poor parenting can affect the moral value of children adversely. Sagari (2023) states that moral norms and values are essential guideline and blueprint for development of a good character that fosters good attitude, beliefs and self- confidence and high self-esteem.

Meaning of Moral Norms and Values
Moral is seen as a catalyst for the determination of decision-making processes and judgment in a public matter of interest in the society. Values are useful tasty ingredients that define an individual’s potentials and personality in life. Norms are the guiding principles of a particular community that aid in the regulations of the behaviour of its members. Every society has its own norms which they cherish in high esteem. However, Churchill (1982) as cited by Mohammad (2016) defines “moral” as a participatory activity of human behaviour and ethics as a planned, organized and coherent reflection upon which human behaviour is built. Ogbodo (2018) views “moral” as a belief that distinguishes between good and bad behaviour while making a decision. Samuel (2009) describes moral as a human relationship of a right conduct. Mark (2015) opines that “moral” is a set of beliefs and values used for decision making process. Sagari (2023) asserts that moral values include: Honesty, Gratitude, Cooperation, Generosity, Respect, Acceptance and Self- control. Patricia, Marie, Esther and Michael (2021) assert that norms determine how members of a particular society ought to conduct and comport themselves at any point in time.  Schwartz (2012) maintains that values enhance the usefulness of people’s life. Schaefer (2012) and Cooper (2014) opines that values are desirable ethical principles that modify human behaviour and influence decision making processes.

In addition, Character Education Partnership (2003) as cited in Heidari, Nowrozi and Ahmad poor (2016) describe behaviour as a fundamental moral value that beautifies an individual such as honesty, respect, empathy among others. Maya, Shaul and Yair (2021) affirm that values are the major determinant of pupils’ behaviour. Doring, Daniel and Knafo – Noam (2016) agree that socialization has an influence in fostering values in children.

Meaning of Early Years, Causes of Immorality and Its Effects on Children Behaviour in Early Years
Early years as a holistic and developmental education have improved the social and emotional development of children through the introduction of play, storytelling, good eating habit, principle of respect and social habit as stipulated in National Policy on Education (2013). Merju, Chen- hsin and Pin- Chen (2014) describe early years as commendable period of development of moral values. A study carried out by  Ngohi,  Ibrahim, Halliru, Gambo and Nura (2020)  on the causes , forms and consequences of immorality among students’ of private schools in Borno State, Nigeria: Implications for Counselling showed that  poor parenting and  negative influence of social media such as television, internet without parental control are the causes of immorality on children behaviour.

However, Arewa (2018) affirms that the home is one of the major causes of immorality that influence children’s  behaviour on  moral  norms and values due to children experience of  domestic violence by parents, poor interaction between parents and children, parents exhibiting bad examples to their children such as dishonesty,  stealing, bribery and corruption and in- take of hard drugs and drug trafficking. Agboola and Salawu (2015) agree that immorality is caused as result of children interaction with the physical and social environment. This statement aligns with Asiyai (2015) and Ngwokabuenui (2017) argue that children environment and lack of effective communication is one of the key determinants of immorality in the school. Okorodudu (2016) advocates that socializing agents should organize seminar, workshop and enlightenment campaign using both print and electronic media in order to curb immorality in schools.

Ways of instilling Moral Values in Children 
Instilling moral values in children is an important way of molding the characters of children and makes them conform to society norms and values. This will help the children to be useful member of their society and contribute to their quota to their society in the future.

Sagari (2023) highlights ways of instilling moral values in children as follows:
i. By parents, caregivers and teacher serving as a role model to their children because children learn by what they see and also the experience they encounter during early years affect them adversely in future endeavour.
ii. By telling children stories that have moral values that have positive impact on their behaviour and attitude.
iii. By appreciating good behaviour and discouraging deviant behaviour in children.
iv. Through effective communication and regular counselling of children that possess immoral behaviour.

Early years in children plays a remarkable impact in determining children behaviour in adulthood because early years experiences and observation encountered by children shape their moral norms, value and behaviour. Amollo and Lilian (2017) affirm that learning moral values in early years enhances school graduation and reduces the rate of our school children in the society. According to Mngarah (2017) moral norms and values impacted in children during early years education helps to reduce high rate of crimes in the society. Vitz (2015) maintains that moral values instill in children in early years discourages antisocial behaviour in children such as drug abuse, stealing, smoking, sexual abuse, fighting among others.

Recommendations
Based on the discourse above, the following recommendations were made by the researchers:
1. Moral instruction should be taught in the school assembly ground and in the classroom on a weekly basis.
2. Circle time should be created by parents as an avenue to interact effectively with their children on a weekly basis.
3. Counselling units should be established in early childhood education. 
4. Parents and teachers should instill discipline at home and school by being a good model to their children
5.  Parent and teachers counselling section should be created in schools in order to curb the issues of immorality in the society.
6. Parents and teacher should cultivate the methods of using story telling inculcating moral norms and values to the children.
7. The use of corporal punishment should be reduced at home and school rather positive reinforcement and counselling should be used for children with immoral behaviour.
8. The home and school should work hand in hand and communication books that contains daily observation of children should be made available in schools in order to enhance effective communication between the school and home. 

Conclusion
The home and other socializing agents have a great role to play in instilling moral and good behaviour in children, therefore the home and the school should be built on the guiding principle and conduct for a good judgmental decision on children way of life. Inconclusively, parents and teacher should always listen to the children in early years and give them attention when necessary because of the curiosity nature of children at that particular age. Children in early years are bound to ask series of questions from what they observe in their environment.
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